
 

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Meeting #8 

6th March 2017, Chapel Schoolroom, Hutton Rudby 

 

1. Attendance & Apologies 

Attending: Allan Mortimer (Chair), Jonathan Cooper, Rosie Danjoux,  Adrian Davey, Bridget 

Fortune, Liam Percy,  

3 members of the public 

Apologies: Karen Picking, Richard Readman. 

2. Procedural Issues 

 

a) Minutes Of 6th February 2017 

 

Accepted. 

 

b) Actions From 6th February 2017 

Item 3): Prepare grant application.  

Action: Allan Mortimer: No progress due to focus on Schedule of Responses. 

Item 6): Review & Update Project Plan  

Action: Allan Mortimer: No progress due to focus on Schedule of Responses. 

c) Contacts From Landowners / Developers / Agents 

 

A contact was made by David Bainbridge via the questionnaire requesting an opportunity to 

meet the Steering Group or Parish Council.   

 

We are getting closer to the point in the process where involvement from Landowners / 

developers / agents will be useful and necessary.  However, some work needs to be done on 

defining objectives etc. before this takes place.  Such contacts need to be handled in a 

structured way rather in ad-hoc fashion in response to individual requests.  

 

 

 



d) Appointment / Nomination of Additional Steering Group Members. 

 

Subsequent to the February Steering Group meeting, Adrian Davey confirmed his interest in 

joining, and was proposed and approved at the 13th February Parish Council Meeting.   

 

Tom Pickering also responded to the call for additional members.  It is hoped that Tom, who 

works in the Spar, will help us improve engagement with the under 40s.  It was agreed that he 

would be proposed for Steering Group Membership at the 13th March Parish Council Meeting. 

 

3.  Costs / Budget 

 

a) Costs incurred to date are listed below: 

2nd June £16.00 Room Hire (1 hour) Village Hall Main Room (Team Meeting) 

9th June £26.00 Room Hire (2 hour) Village Hall Johnson Room (Team Meeting) 

22nd June   £32.00 Room Hire (2 hour) Village Hall Main Room (Team Meeting) 

4th July   £14.00 Room Hire (2 hour) Chapel Schoolroom (Steering Group) 

21st July     £0.00 Room Hire (2 hour) Village Hall Main Room (Team Meeting) 

1st August   £14.00 Room Hire (2 hour) Chapel Schoolroom (Steering Group) 

5th September   £14.00 Room Hire (2 hour) Chapel Schoolroom (Steering Group) 

3rd October £14.00  Room Hire (2 hour) Chapel Schoolroom (Steering Group) 

7th November   £14.00  Room Hire (2 hour) Chapel Schoolroom (Steering Group) 

15th November £506.00 Questionnaire printing 

5th December   £14.00  Room Hire (2 hour) Chapel Schoolroom (Steering Group) 

6th February £14.00  Room Hire (2 hour) Chapel Schoolroom (Steering Group) 

6th March £755.80 Planning Consultant Fees1 

6th March £14.00 Room Hire (2 hour) Chapel Schoolroom (Steering Group) 

Total £1447.80 

 

Planning Consultant Fees1: These comprise time and expenses for attendance at February and 

March Steering Group Meetings plus first quarterly instalment for “Critical Friend” services. 

b) Estimated costs to end March 2017 

No further expenditure anticipated in March. 

 

Estimated balance of HDC grant remaining at 31st March 2017: £1,552.20 

c) Traffic Surveys 

A new potential expenditure item is traffic surveys to provide evidence of sufficient road 

capacity for additional traffic arising from the proposed amount of development.  A number of 

comments made via the questionnaire raised this point.  Traffic surveys cost £300 per location.  

A request had been made to NYCC to supply data from the Speed Matrix signs, but it transpired 

that they were unable to do so as the data loggers were unreliable and had been removed. 

 

Information / evidence is available from the traffic reports submitted with planning applications 

16/00633/OUT (Belbrough Lane) and 16/01836/FUL (the Wickets).  Traffic volumes quoted in 

the Wickets application suggest that Garbutts Lane is operating at under 5% of capacity.  NYCC 

did not raise any capacity concerns in their responses to the either of these application.   



 

It was agreed there is sufficient evidence of adequate road capacity, therefore, incurring the cost 

of traffic surveys is not justified.   

 

Any traffic and highway issues relating to individual sites, such as a suitable access to the existing 

road network will be dealt with during site selection.  

 

d) Grant Application 

The Grant Application (for funding from My Community) has not been progressed due to the 

focus on the Schedule of Responses.  A number of actions arising from the Schedule of 

Responses need to be factored into the project plan which has to be submitted with the grant 

application.  The Project Plan update and Grant Application preparation need to be progressed 

by the next Steering Group meeting. 

Action: Allan Mortimer 

4. Schedule Of Responses 

 

a) Status Report 

Allan Mortimer thanked Jonathan, Cooper, Adrian Davey, Liam Percy, Karen Picking, and Derek 

Simpson for the significant amount of time they had devoted to preparing the schedule of 

responses since the last meeting.  It is important to note that preparing the Schedule of 

Responses is not a decision process, it is primarily about identifying and reviewing the available 

evidence relevant to the issues raised in the comments. 

Having first trialled and agreed on a working process on the vision comments while operating as 

a full group, the team split into 3 sub-groups to work on different sections.  In an effort to 

achieve consistency both in style and content, it was agreed within the team that Allan Mortimer 

would act as reviewer and “standardisation” editor on the various contributions. 

Prior to the Steering Group meeting, a working draft was circulated to Steering Group Members 

and Katie Atkinson (KVS Planning).  A first draft of the response to the traffic comments were 

completed on the day of the Steering Group meeting, but had not been circulated.  

Katie Atkinson commented that she had known of groups taking up to six months on their 

Schedule of Responses, so a substantive draft within a month was a significant achievement. 

b) Input Needed From RPC (& Other Parties) 

During the preparation of the Schedule of Responses, a need to obtain information or opinions 

from other parties was identified on a variety of issues. Topics for workshop(s) also emerged.   

Input from the Parish Council is required on issues which directly relate to Parish Council 

responsibilities (e.g. the allotments), or which might require funding support from the Parish 

Council (e.g. additional play equipment or play areas).  More details can be found within the 

Schedule of Responses.  

It is the intention of the Steering Group (subject to the agreement of the Parish Council) to 

channel most requests to third parties through the Parish Council.   



This will be raised with the Parish Council during the NP Chair’s progress report to the RPC 

meeting on 13th March. 

Action: Allan Mortimer 

c) Candidate Sites 

Sites put forward through Hambleton’s Call for Sites and subsequent submissions during the late 

2016 consultation are all considered candidate sites by the Neighbourhood Plan.  An essential 

characteristic that these all share is that the site owner, by submitting the site, has indicated an 

interest in making the site available for development. 

It was noted that many of the sites suggested by members of the community in response to Q [ ] 

had already been put forward in the Call for Sites.  Others lie inside the development boundary, 

and so do not need to be allocated. 

It is also noted that owners of additional sites suggested by members of the community may not 

be interested in developing their sites.  As a preliminary step, the Steering Group will attempt to 

contact owners of such sites and determine what their intentions are for the site.  It was agreed 

that unless a site owner expresses an intention to make it available for development, that the 

site should be eliminated from the process.  

 

d) Neighbourhood Plan Scope vs Other Issues 

Neighbourhood Planning is primarily about use of land, but the Questionnaire intentionally 

covered a wider range of issues of interest to the community.  In order to maintain focus on the 

core scope of the Neighbourhood Plan, the Steering Group intend to ask other parties to take 

ownership of these “out of scope” issues.  Details of the proposed approach can be found within 

the Schedule of Responses, but needs to be agreed with the relevant other parties. 

 

e) Review Of Schedule Of Responses 

The Schedule of Responses were projected on screen during the meeting, and a sample of 

responses from each section reviewed including at least one example of each issue raised.  The 

strategy of splitting issues into core NP issues and “other” was agreed, as was the approach of 

escalating issues needing third party input via the Parish Council (subject to their agreement). 

One comment suggested conducting a Parish housing needs survey.  Concerns about risks of 

“consultation fatigue” if this was done were discussed. It was noted that the Parish housing need 

data provided by Hambleton was derived from a base line survey approximately 2 years old, and 

is maintained as a “living list”.  Katie Atkinson advised that this would be viewed as “current 

data” by a Neighbourhood Plan examiner.  It was, therefore, agreed that an additional housing 

needs survey was not needed, and that one would not be carried out.   

 

f) Publication Of Schedule Of Responses 

It was agreed the Schedule of Responses will be published on the Neighbourhood Plan website 

following consolidation of the Traffic responses, standardisation of Miscellaneous comments, 

and incorporation of comments from Katie Atkinson. 

Action: Allan Mortimer 



Additional information requested from other parties will be incorporated as it is received and 

then made available through updates to the website. 

 

g) Workshop 

It was agreed that the next workshop should be held on a weekend to give people who cannot 

attend mid-week sessions an opportunity to attend 

A provisional date of 1st April was set, but planning will need to take place after the Steering 

Group Meeting before confirming. A working group will be formed to plan and prepare for the 

Workshop.  Potential topics include Settlement Character, and Spatial Strategy.  

Action: Allan Mortimer – arrange working group session. 

 

5. Project Plan 

 

The review and update of the project plan based on March 2018 completion is outstanding.  

 

Action: Allan Mortimer.  

 

Key Dates / Events 

13th March 2017  Rudby Parish Council meeting 

30th March 2017  Hambleton Planning Committee (probable decision on the Wickets) 

TBD April 2017  Neighbourhood Plan workshop. 

3rd April 2017  Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Meeting 

10th April 2017  Rudby Parish Council meeting 

2nd May 2017  Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Meeting (N.B. On a Tuesday) 

 

Key Tasks 

Publish Schedule of Responses.    Target: 13th March 2017 

Review & update project plan    Target: 3rd April 2017 

Prepare grant application     Target: 3rd April 2017 

Publicise and prepare for workshop     Target:  1st April 2017 

 

6. Issues To Refer To Rudby Parish Council 

 

a) Steering Group Nomination  

Tom Pickering is to be proposed for Steering Group Membership 

b) Schedule Of Responses  

Request for RPC input on the Schedule of Responses. 

7. AOB 

None 


