
Neighbourhood Plan: HDC Meeting 

Who Should Chose Development Location – HDC Officers or our Community? 

You may be aware that a meeting between HDC Planning Policy and representatives of the Parish 

Council and Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group took place on Wed 21st March.  In all but one aspect 

the meeting was very productive, with agreement on all procedural and project co-ordination issues. 

However, there was one major point of disagreement which we wish to bring to your attention.  HDC 

officers advised that their preference was to allocate sites through the Local Plan using Local Plan 

processes rather than have them selected only through the Neighbourhood Plan.   In response the 

Parish representatives informed HDC that in their opinion the community expected and wanted this 

decision to be made through the Neighbourhood Plan.  

Following the HDC meeting, the parish representatives exchanged their accounts of the meeting, and 

having confirmed that they were all in agreement on this key point immediately briefed the rest of 

the Parish Council and Steering Group by email. A meeting of the Parish Council and Steering Group 

was arranged for the evening of Mon 25th March to discuss how to respond to HDC.  Despite the very 

short notice, only one Parish Councillor and one Steering Group member were unable to attend.   

The view of this joint meeting was that many members of our community have engaged with the 

Neighbourhood Plan and invested their time into it on the clear understanding that it would empower 

the community to determine where development would be located.  There was a complete consensus 

that the community would expect us to resist HDC taking the key decision on development location 

out of the hands of the community.   

It was agreed to send a letter of objection from RPC to HDC’s Chief Executive with a request of a full 

response within seven days.  The letter (Appendix 1) was drafted, circulated to all RPC and SG 

members for agreement, and dispatched within 48 hours. HDC have acknowledged receipt of the 

letter and committed to responding within the timeframe requested.  Their response is awaited. 

 

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group & Rudby Parish Council 

 

  



Appendix 1: Letter from RPC to Chief Executive of HDC 

Dear Dr Ives, 

Rudby Parish Council is writing to express its serious concern and deep disappointment about the 
apparent and completely unexpected change in HDC’s approach to Neighbourhood Planning which 
was communicated to representatives of the Parish Council and our Neighbourhood Plan Steering 
Group at a meeting with your Planning Policy team held on 21 March.  It is possible that there was a 
misunderstanding, but we believe that we were advised that HDC now intend to make pre-emptive 
site allocations for our Parish in the publication version of the Local Plan, thereby in effect leaving our 
community with no say over where development will be located.  Prior to that meeting our 
expectation and understanding was that Hambleton were supportive of our intention to allocate sites 
with capacity to deliver whatever housing target for our Parish is set by Hambleton through our 
Neighbourhood Plan and that these sites would be given preference over sites identified through 
HDC’s own process. 

Our understanding of Hambleton’s former position was based inter alia on the following: 

 A letter dated 3 November 2016 sent to Rudby Parish Council by your then Head of Planning 
Policy which states “However it is expected that where alternative, appropriate sites have been 
identified in Neighbourhood Plans which meet a similar scale of development that these will 
take precedent.” 

 HDC Preferred Option Consultation Part 1 section 2.31 which states “Through the Localism Act 
the Government has introduced new rights and powers to allow local communities to come 
together to prepare Neighbourhood Plans. It enables a community, be it a group of residents, 
employees or businesses, to have a say in where new development should go ….” 

 HDC Preferred Options Consultation Part 1 sections 3.24 & 3.25 which states “Neighbourhood 
Plans must be in general conformity with the strategic Local Plan policies. There are a number 
of designated Neighbourhood Plan areas in Hambleton and although the Preferred Options 
document identifies allocation sites it is recognised that if alternative suitable sites are 
identified through a Neighbourhood Plan that these would take precedent over the emerging 
local Plan.” 
“3.25 The alternative options considered were: There is no realistic alternative to this option.”  

 Our on-going dialogue with Hambleton’s Planning Policy team throughout our process in 
which it was always made clear that it was our intention to allocate sites and at no stage were 
we advised that Hambleton intended to pre-empt soundly made choices. This dialogue 
included a meeting between members of our Steering Group and Planning Policy Officers held 
in October 2017 shortly before our site selection decision.  At this meeting (which was held 
just after the departure of Caroline Skelly who had been our main contact) we provided a 
briefing on our objectives which included site selection and provided details of our site 
assessment process to your Planning Policy team. 

HDC’s previous position as set out in your letter to RPC and as described in your Preferred Options 
document seem to us to be very clear and unambiguous and entirely consistent with both the letter 
and the intent of the Localism Act and other relevant elements of the NPPF. It seemed to us that our 
LPA was fully embracing the spirit of Localism as described by the “architect” of the Localism Act, John 
Howell MP at a public meeting in which Rishi Sunak MP and Mr Mick Jewitt also participated.  Mr 
Howell described the division of responsibilities as the LPA decides how much development should 



take place and the Neighbourhood Plan decides where it should be located.  This message has 
resonated strongly within our community. 

As such we had every expectation that HDC would continue to support our objective of allocating sites 
through the Neighbourhood Plan and work with us to resolve any practical issues in incorporating 
these into the Local Plan process.  Our Neighbourhood Plan has been supported by an MRTPI qualified 
consultant who has attested that our site selection process is sound, objective and evidence based so 
we see no good reason why our process should suddenly be set aside at this late stage.  We 
acknowledge that the Local Plan must take priority in resource allocation at HDC but surely resource 
constraints can be addressed through appropriate work sequencing without changing the ownership 
over this key decision. 

Our community has embraced Neighbourhood Planning and engaged strongly with it on the clear 
understanding that it could give them ownership over the decision on where development would be 
located in our Parish.  Through the Neighbourhood Plan the community, which was initially resistant 
to any development, has come to recognise the positive role of development in providing housing that 
meets local needs.  We are deeply concerned that if HDC were to impose sites through the Local Plan 
it could fatally undermine confidence in the Neighbourhood Planning process.  Our community has 
invested a great deal of time and effort into our Neighbourhood Plan and were looking forward to 
successfully delivering the first adopted Neighbourhood Plan in the District. 

This inexplicable decision will have to be communicated to our community at our next Steering Group 
and Parish Council meetings so we ask, as a matter of urgency, that you respond to our letter within 
7 days to clarify Hambleton’s position and provide us with a full explanation of the reasons and 
justification for your decision to take the choice over the location of development out of the hands of 
our community.  We ask you to reconsider your decision and find a better option that meets the 
aspirations of our community 

J A Pyle 
Clerk to the Council  


