Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group,
C/O Rudby Parish Council.

To The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group (NPSG),

Re: Conservation Area Land in Leven Valley, South of South View and West of the Parish Church: The
land between the River Leven and the private road / public footpath to the north leading to ‘The
Holmes'.

Thank you for the email that we received from Allan Mortimer on behalf of the NPSG on the 26t
September 2018 in response to above land within the Leven Valley.

We are pleased that all of the Conservation Area land between the River Leven and the private road
/ public footpath leading to ‘The Holmes’ is actively being considered for Local Green Space
designation. Its protection from future housing development is very important for the beauty and
character of Hutton Rudby. Unfortunately, because a large proportion of the field between our
property and the Churchis in Flood Zone 1, flood risk is not a barrier to future housing development
on that land (unless it increases the risk of flooding on our directly adjacent Flood Zone 3 property).
It is, therefore, at high risk of future development without additional protection.

We were concerned about the statement in the NPSG email to us that, “However, such a designation
would require inclusion of sub-areas which (in the opinion of the Steering Group) do not merit
designation in their own right, but nonetheless contribute to the overall character of the valley. The
Steering Group have some concerns about this, and have requested advice from HDC on whether this
approach would be in conformity with the Local Plan.”

Figure 1. The field in question
bordering our property, looking west
from our property towards the
Parish Church.

This photograph was taken before a
fence was put in place to restrict
grazing when the grass is growing
quickly.

This western end is equally
deserving of protection.




We hope that there are no sub-areas within the area of land that we are referring to that the NPSG
consider do not merit designation in their own right. The area of land in the Valley that we refer to
consists of the field between our Leven Valley property and the road in front of the Parish Church
(fig. 1). The NPSG suggested it should also include our property to the West of this field.

It is vitally important that this field be considered in its entirety with regard to affording it the
additional protection of Local Green Space designation. There is a fenced area in the west of the
field which was put in place merely to restrict grazing at the time of the year when the grass is
growing quickly, to protect the horses from developing laminitis. It is part of the field as a whole and
it is of equally importance to the rest of the field. Therefore, it should be afforded the same level of
protection. This western end of the field is directly bordered by the popular public footpath to the
north and directly overlooked from the public footpath across Honeyman's field above and to the
South (fig. 2).

Figure 2. The view of the western
end of the field in question before
construction of the stable block, as
viewed from the public footpath
crossing Honeyman's field above
and to the south of this field.

A popular public footpath runs along
its northern border.

If any part of this field were not to be designated as Local Green Space it would expose this part of
the Conservation Area within Leven Valley to an unacceptable risk of future development.

With regard to our property to the west of this field. It is at much lower risk of future development
because it is in Flood Zone 3. Furthermore, it is also protected by a restrictive covenant which

prevents development. In contrast to the field to the east of our property, our land does not have a
public footpath running along its boundary and it is far less visible from public footpaths across the

river to the south.

It could, therefore, be argued that Local Green Space designation is less critical for the protection of
our land than for any part of the adjacent field to the east. We are, however, supportive of the NPSG
suggestion that our land should be included with the adjacent field for Local Green Space

designation, with the following proviso: That the whole of the field to the east of our property
should be afforded Local Green Space protection and that no sub-areas of it should be excluded.

We thank you for the invitation to attend to Monday's NPSG meeting, but we are currently out of
the area on holiday. Please give these views consideration when considering which areas of the

Leven Valley to put forward Local Green Space designation.

Yours faithfully,



