
Email To RPC From Resident #1 – Supporting Leven Valley Green Space Designation 

 

I write to support the village Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group proposal to make the field 
adjacent to Church Bridge a Green Space in the local Plan for the following reasons: 
a) This field provides the open, green aspect which makes the view of the wooded Leven Valley 
and the River Leven from Church Bridge and the public footpath south of the river such beautiful 
and unique features of our village. 
b) Open Green Space on both sides of the river provide the best chance of preserving the 
likelihood of attractive river animals continuing to be seen from these public places. Otters, deer, 

kingfishers, dippers, mergansers, herons have all been seen as well as a wide variety of small 
birds. 
c) There has seemed to be some tension between Rudby and Hutton parts of our village caused by 

the pressures of development planning. I believe a shared Green Space in the centre of the village 
may contribute to drawing the village together. 

 

Email to NSPG Chair From Resident #2 – Supporting Leven Valley Green Space Designation 
 
Dear Mr Mortimer, 
 
Any person taking the time (and many do) to stand opposite All Saints Church and enjoy the 
sweep if the field, can be in little doubt as to its importance to the village 
 
It is crying out to be classified as a green space/conservation area, and I urge you, please, to 
use the influence of the NPSG as much as possible to achieve this goal. 
 
We need the field unspoilt now, and for future generations.   If it is lost to development of 
any kind, it will stay lost and the Leven Valley will never be the same again,   Nor will Hutton 
Rudby. 
 

Email to NSPG Chair From Resident #3 – Supporting Leven Valley Green Space Designation 
 

We wish to write in support of Councillor Readman's field being officially granted Local Green Space 
designation. 

Councillor Readman's field has not been identified as a potential site for development by the 
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group. 

The field is not the subject of a planning permission for development. The owner's recent application 
to build a five-bedroomed house was strongly rejected by Hambleton District Council's Planning 
Committee. 

Paragraph of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) states:- 

77. The Local Green Space designation will not be appropriate for most green areas or open space. 
The designation should only be used: 

• where the green space is in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves 

• where the green area is demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular local 
significance, for example because of its beauty, historic significance, recreational value (including as 
a playing field), tranquillity or richness of its wildlife 

• where the green area concerned is local in character and is not an extensive tract of land 



The field is in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves because it within easy walking 
distance of all parts of Hutton Rudby. 

The field is special to the local community because it is highly valued and treasured by Hutton Rudby 
residents as part of the natural, unspoilt beauty of the landscape of the Leven Valley. The rural, open 
aspect of the field contributes to the identity of Hutton Rudby and promotes a sense of being in the 
countryside. It is also part of the Hutton Rudby's Conservation Area. 

The field holds particular local significance in terms of:- 

Beauty - It contributes to the visual attractiveness of the Leven Valley. It is an open, green space, 
partly bordered by trees next to the River Leven. It is easy to see from the adjacent public footpath, 
from the ancient bridge and churchyard at one end and when driving down Rudby Bank. 

Historic Significance - The field is part of Hutton Rudby's Conservation Area. It provides a setting for 
two locally valued historic landmarks – the Grade II listed ancient bridge over the River Leven and the 
Grade I listed ancient Church. 

Tranquillity - The field is a quiet, picturesque, unspoilt natural landscape between Hutton Rudby and 
Rudby. It is a gently undulating open green space next to the River Leven. 

The field is local in character as it contributes to the setting of the ancient bridge over the River Leven 
and the Ancient Church. Thus it feels as though it is part of the local area. It is a small field next the 
the river which can be easily viewed by Hutton Rudby residents and visitors. 

The field is not an extensive tract of land as it is a small field which the owner's two horses graze. It 
has clearly defined boundaries and is local in character and scale. 

In light of the above points we feel that Councillor Readman's field meets the criteria set out in 

Paragraph 77 of the NPPF. 

Whether the field is considered as a whole or as smaller sub-sections we suggest that the field should 
be granted official Local Green Space designation. 

 

Additional Submission From Resident #3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



Email to NSPG Chair From Resident #4 – Supporting Leven Valley Green Space Designation 
 

I would like this message to be forwarded to the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group in advance of 
the next meeting on 6th November 2018. 
 
I would like to express my support for the proposal to designate the land opposite the Parish 
Church in Leven Valley as Green Space.  
 
I feel this is an important area for two reasons. Firstly, it is a beautiful open space and preserving 
it for future generations is important. Secondly it marks the natural boundary between the two 
historic settlements of Hutton and Rudby and maintaining this open area should be protected from 
future development. I understand designation as green Space would afford some protection in this 

regard. 
 
Kind regards 

 

Emails To/From Resident #5 – Supporter of Leven Valley Green Space Designation 
 

From: xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
Date: 16 September 2018 at 12:26:11 BST 
To: hannah.langler@hambleton.gov.uk 
Cc: rudbyparish@btinternet.com 
Subject: Leven Valley, Hutton Rudby-Green Space Designation 

Dear Hannah, 
 
Re: Green Field in Leven Valley South of South View and West of Rudby Parish Church 
 
We are contacting you again with regard to the proposed Green Space Designation for the above 
land. 
 
Could you please let us know what the present position is. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
 
Copied to Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group via Rudby Parish Council email address. 

 

 

SG Response to above email 
 
Dear xxxxxxxxx 
  
Thank-you for your email of 16th September to Rudby Parish Council and Hannah Langler of 
HDC.  As your enquiry relates to the Neighbourhood Plan, the Steering Group are replying on behalf 
of the Parish Council, and our response will be copied to HDC. 
  
We would like to point out that all of the Neighbourhood Plan, including Green Space designation, is 
still a work in progress and has a number of stages to go through before any recommendations take 
effect.  All recommendations should be viewed as provisional and subject to change as new evidence 
emerges.  
 
All candidate Green Spaces have been assessed against nationally defined criteria (from the NPPF) 
using the same process and assessment proforma as used by Hambleton for the Local Plan.  The 
Neighbourhood Plan must be in conformity with Hambleton's Local Plan, and with National Policy. 

mailto:hannah.langler@hambleton.gov.uk
mailto:rudbyparish@btinternet.com


The various reviews and checks are designed to ensure conformity, and that the plan is in line with 
community wishes. 
  
In brief the stages to be completed include: 

• Preparation of draft plan by the Steering Group 

• Informal review by HDC, 

• Statutory community consultation 

• Approval of submission draft by RPC 

• Formal submission for review by HDC 

• Independent examination 

• Referendum  

Recommendations made by the Steering Group are reviewed and tested against any new evidence 
submitted during this process or policy advice received during the various reviews and examinations, 
and may be revised at any stage up to the Referendum.   
  
Moving on to the current situation as it relates to the "Green Field in Leven Valley South of South 
View and West of Rudby Parish Church".  It was considered for Green Space designation within two 
separate contexts at the Steering Group meeting of 6th August 2018 (see link below). 
  
http://plan.rudbyparishcouncil.org.uk/wp/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Steering-Group-Minutes-06-
Aug-2018.pdf 
  
Firstly it was considered as a Green Space in its own right (see section 5.b.3 of the minutes).  In this 
context the Steering Group recommendation was for Green Space designation i.e. the opinion of the 
Steering Group was that when considered in isolation it satisfied the Green Space criteria. 
Secondly, it was considered as part of a possible larger designation (see section 5.b.6 of the minutes) 
of the undeveloped part of the Leven Valley within the village area.  In making this recommendation, 
the Steering Group took note of the Village Design Statement which states "the whole of the valley is 
of the utmost importance to the Village as a landscape feature, as a wildlife and recreational resource 
and for the setting of the most historic building in the Village - the Parish Church All Saints", and 
many opinions expressed during the Neighbourhood Plan process on the importance of protecting 
this locally significant landscape.  Members of the public who participated in the debate prior to the 
Steering Group meeting were supportive of designation. 
  
 
However, such a designation would require inclusion of sub-areas which (in the opinion of the 
Steering Group) do not merit designation in their own right, but nonetheless contribute to the overall 
character of the valley.  The Steering Group have some concerns about this, and have requested 
advice from HDC on whether this approach would be in conformity with the Local Plan. We will be 
considering this advice at our next Steering Group meeting which will be held on 1st October 2018 at 
7pm in the Chapel Schoolroom.  You are welcome to attend and participate in the discussion as a 
member of the public. 
  
 
We would also like to bring to your attention section 5.b.4 of the minutes which concerns land in your 
ownership adjacent to and to the West of the area about which you enquired.  The Steering Group 
have also recommended your land for Green Space designation. 
  
Regards 
Allan Mortimer 
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Chairman 
 

 

From: xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

To: Allan Mortimer <allansmortimer@aol.com>; rudbyparish <rudbyparish@btinternet.com> 

CC: Hannah Langler <hannah.langler@hambleton.gov.uk> 

http://plan.rudbyparishcouncil.org.uk/wp/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Steering-Group-Minutes-06-Aug-2018.pdf
http://plan.rudbyparishcouncil.org.uk/wp/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Steering-Group-Minutes-06-Aug-2018.pdf
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Sent: Thu, 4 Oct 2018 13:26 

Subject: Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group minutes 

 

To the Chairman of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group (NPSG), 

 

The minutes of the NPSG are usually published very promptly. We have not seen them as yet (or the 

September minutes of Rudby Parish Council [RPC]). 

 

We note that Hambleton District Council have a Cabinet Meeting with regard to the new Local Plan on 

Tuesday 9th October, so it would be of great interest to see these minutes in the public domain before 

then, as well as the September RPC minutes. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

 

Copied to Hannah Langler. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

SG Response to Above Email 
 
The draft minutes of the Steering Group meeting of 1st October are in preparation.  I anticipate that 
they will be published within the next couple of days, and I will forward you a copy as soon as they are 
released.  I have no information on when the Parish Council minutes will be issued. 
  
As you will be aware from Hannah Langler's email, the Local Plan item was deferred from the October 
to the November cabinet meeting.  This schedule change was reported at our Steering Group meeting 
on Monday 1st Oct, where the contents of your recent emails on Green Space in the Leven Valley, 
and those of other landowners were noted. Advice from HDC on Green Space designation was also 
discussed (this advice has been published on the Neighbourhood Plan website on the meetings 
page).   
  
Having considered the representations and policy advice presented in the correspondence, the 
Steering Group decided that it would be appropriate to review the recommendations on a few sites, 
including those of particular interest to you. This review may, or may not, lead to some changes in the 
recommendations.  The sites affected and the reasons why a review is considered appropriate in 
each case will be set out in the minutes which will be published shortly.   
  
Decisions on whether to retain or amend the current recommendations for each of these sites will be 
made at a future Steering Group meeting - most likely our 6th November meeting.  This will give any 
interested parties, such as yourself, the opportunity to present further information or participate in the 
discussions at the meeting before any decisions are made. 
  
Regards 
Allan Mortimer 
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Chairman 
  

 
 
 

Email From Resident #6 – Supporter of Flagpole Field Green Space Designation 
  

Hi Allan 
  
Unfortunately I am unable to attend the SG meeting on Tuesday due to another commitment. 
I have asked my wife Bev to go along. My observation with regard to designating the Flagpole 
field as a green space is that I would support that as it is an important view that many residents 
of the village appreciate, not just those living on Enterpen. You made need to consider 



protecting the space behind the actual flagpole field boundary as the view extends right through 
to the hills behind. If development occurred behind the flagpole field that view would be 
obstructed. 
The permission for a property on the site will have a negative impact but as its already granted 
its difficult to do anything at this stage. Were the property not commenced within the permitted 
timescale then presumably the green space issue could be re visited. 
  
In general I agree with the green space concept provided they are genuine green spaces that 
many residents can enjoy the benefit of.  Protecting some drainage culvert to help ensure future 
development cannot occur close by is probably not appropriate. 
  
Kind regards  
 

 

 


