
1 GENERAL INFORMATION  

1.1 SITE NAME & ADDRESS: St Cuthbert’s Church, incl. churchyard, Middleton on Leven, North 

Yorkshire 

 

1.2 SITE REFERENCE: Neighbourhood plan ref GS009/a  

1.3 Does the site have any other draft allocations (such as housing etc) or current planning 

applications / permissions? 

NO 

   

2 IS THE SITE ‘LOCAL’ DUE TO ITS SIZE, SCALE & ‘LOCAL NATURE’? YES 

2.1 SITE AREA  

 0.2 ha  

2.2 IS THE SITE AN ‘EXTENSIVE TRACT OF LAND’? 

The site is 0.2 ha, so is not extensive. The site is in keeping with the scale of the surrounding 

landscape units. 

NO 

2.3 IS THE SITE ‘LOCAL IN CHARACTER’? 

The site is centrally located within the hamlet of Middleton on Leven adjacent to the 

road/lane which runs through the settlement so feels physically and visually connected to its 

local context. 

YES 

   

3 IS THE LOCAL GREEN SPACE IN ‘REASONABLY CLOSE PROXIMITY’ TO THE COMMUNITY IT 

SERVES’? 

YES 

3.1 WHICH COMMUNITY IS SERVED BY THE LOCAL GREENSPACE?  

   Middleton on Leven  

3.2 HOW FAR IS THE SITE FROM THE COMMUNITY IT SERVES? 

Is the site within 2km? 

Is the site within ‘walking distance’ (300m / 5 mins)? 

 

YES 

YES 

3.3 ARE THERE ANY BARRIERS TO ACCESS BY THE COMMUNITY? NO 

   

4 DOES THE LOCAL GREEN SPACE HOLD A LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE BECAUSE OF ITS ‘BEAUTY’? NO 

4.1 IS THE SITE LOCATED WITHIN A NATIONAL LANDSCAPE DESIGNATED AREA? 

National Park or AONB? 

 

NO 

4.2 SITE LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT 

 

Simple description: The area is a well−managed church and churchyard adjacent to a small 

recreation area. 

 

LCA: Located within Landscape Character Area 4 Seamer Moor 

•  Localised undulating plateau within the wider intensively farmed lowland vale, 
directly south of Middlesbrough.  

•  Sparse settlement pattern, mainly comprising scattered farmsteads, with the small 
villages of Seamer and Newby occupying the highest points.  

•  Some open areas with views towards Middlesbrough in the north and the Cleveland 
Hills to the east and south, but elsewhere enclosed by variations in topography.  

•  Predominantly arable farmland with a medium-large scale field pattern, defined by 
largely intact hedgerows.  

•  Infrastructure including Seamer Wind Farm and overhead power lines to the north-
west.  

•  The Cleveland Hills are a distinctive landmark in views east and south, from more 
open, elevated areas. 

 



 

Aesthetic qualities: enclosure 
Perceptual / sensory: managed, sheltered / peaceful 

4.3 SITE VISIBILITY IN ITS LOCAL CONTEXT 

Open / enclosed: The site is generally visually enclosed due to surrounding vegetation.  

 

5 DOES THE LOCAL GREEN SPACE HOLD A LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE BECAUSE OF ITS ‘HISTORIC 

SIGNIFICANCE’? 

YES 

5.1 ARE THERE ANY HISTORIC BUILDINGS / FEATURES ON / ADJACENT TO THE SITE? 

St Cuthbert’s Church is Grade II listed.  

YES 

5.2 ARE THERE ANY IMPORTANT HISTORIC LANDSCAPE FEATURES ON THE SITE? NO 

5.3 DID THE SITE PLAY AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN THE HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT OF THE VILLAGE / 

TOWN? 

YES 

6 DOES THE LOCAL GREEN SPACE HOLD A LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE BECAUSE OF ITS 

‘RECREATIONAL VALUE’? 

NO 

6.1 IS THE SITE USED FOR PLAYING SPORT? NO 

6.2 ARE THE PUBLIC ABLE TO PHYSICALLY ACCESS THE SITE? YES 

6.3 IS THE SITE USED FOR INFORMAL RECREATION? 

Walking/dog walking 

YES 

7 DOES THE LOCAL GREEN SPACE HOLD A LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE BECAUSE OF ITS 

‘TRANQUILLITY’? 

NO 

7.1 IS THE SITE WITHIN A RECOGNISED TRANQUIL AREA? (CPRE Tranquillity map) NO 

7.2 DOES THE SITE FEEL TRANQUIL? YES 

8 DOES THE LOCAL GREEN SPACE HOLD A LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE BECAUSE OF THE ‘RICHNESS 

OF ITS WILDLIFE’? 

NO 

8.1 IS THE SITE WITHIN A NATIONAL OR LOCAL BIODIVERSITY DESIGNATED AREA? NO 

8.2 ARE ANY IMPORTANT HABITATS OR SPECIES FOUND ON THE SITE? NO 

8.3 IS THE SITE LOCALLY IMPORTANT FOR BIODIVERSITY? NO 

9 DOES THE LOCAL GREEN SPACE HOLD A LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE BECAUSE OF ANY OTHER 

FEATURES? 

NO 

   

10 CONCLUSION: IS THE SITE SUITABLE FOR DESIGNATION AS A LOCAL GREENSPACE? YES 

 The site is ‘local’, is in ‘reasonably close proximity to the community it serves’ and possess 

local significance because of its historic significance. 

 

  



1 GENERAL INFORMATION  

1.1 SITE NAME & ADDRESS: Recreational area, adjacent to St Cuthbert’s Church, Middleton on 

Leven, North Yorkshire 

 

1.2 SITE REFERENCE: Neighbourhood plan ref GS009/b  

1.3 Does the site have any other draft allocations (such as housing etc) or current planning 

applications / permissions? 

NO 

   

2 IS THE SITE ‘LOCAL’ DUE TO ITS SIZE, SCALE & ‘LOCAL NATURE’? YES 

2.1 SITE AREA  

 0.1 ha  

2.2 IS THE SITE AN ‘EXTENSIVE TRACT OF LAND’? 

The site is 0.1 ha, so is not extensive. The site is in keeping with the scale of the 

surrounding landscape units. 

NO 

2.3 IS THE SITE ‘LOCAL IN CHARACTER’? 

The site is centrally located within the hamlet of Middleton on Leven adjacent to the 

road/lane which runs through the settlement so feels physically and visually connected to 

its local context. 

YES 

   

3 IS THE LOCAL GREEN SPACE IN ‘REASONABLY CLOSE PROXIMITY’ TO THE COMMUNITY IT 

SERVES’? 

YES 

3.1 WHICH COMMUNITY IS SERVED BY THE LOCAL GREENSPACE?  

   Middleton on Leven  

3.2 HOW FAR IS THE SITE FROM THE COMMUNITY IT SERVES? 

Is the site within 2km? 

Is the site within ‘walking distance’ (300m / 5 mins)? 

 

YES 

YES 

3.3 ARE THERE ANY BARRIERS TO ACCESS BY THE COMMUNITY? NO 

   

4 DOES THE LOCAL GREEN SPACE HOLD A LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE BECAUSE OF ITS ‘BEAUTY’? NO 

4.1 IS THE SITE LOCATED WITHIN A NATIONAL LANDSCAPE DESIGNATED AREA? 

National Park or AONB? 

 

NO 

4.2 SITE LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT 

 

Simple description: The area is a well−managed small recreation area. 

 

LCA: Located within Landscape Character Area 4 Seamer Moor 

•  Localised undulating plateau within the wider intensively farmed lowland vale, 
directly south of Middlesbrough.  

•  Sparse settlement pattern, mainly comprising scattered farmsteads, with the small 
villages of Seamer and Newby occupying the highest points.  

•  Some open areas with views towards Middlesbrough in the north and the Cleveland 
Hills to the east and south, but elsewhere enclosed by variations in topography.  

•  Predominantly arable farmland with a medium-large scale field pattern, defined by 
largely intact hedgerows.  

•  Infrastructure including Seamer Wind Farm and overhead power lines to the north-
west.  

•  The Cleveland Hills are a distinctive landmark in views east and south, from more 
open, elevated areas. 

 

 



Aesthetic qualities: enclosure 

Perceptual / sensory: managed, sheltered / peaceful 

4.3 SITE VISIBILITY IN ITS LOCAL CONTEXT 

Open / enclosed: The site is generally visually enclosed due to surrounding vegetation.  

 

5 DOES THE LOCAL GREEN SPACE HOLD A LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE BECAUSE OF ITS ‘HISTORIC 

SIGNIFICANCE’? 

NO 

5.1 ARE THERE ANY HISTORIC BUILDINGS / FEATURES ON / ADJACENT TO THE SITE? 

Adjacent to St Cuthbert’s Church which is Grade II listed.  

YES 

5.2 ARE THERE ANY IMPORTANT HISTORIC LANDSCAPE FEATURES ON THE SITE? NO 

5.3 DID THE SITE PLAY AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN THE HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT OF THE VILLAGE 

/ TOWN? 

YES 

6 DOES THE LOCAL GREEN SPACE HOLD A LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE BECAUSE OF ITS 

‘RECREATIONAL VALUE’? 

YES 

6.1 IS THE SITE USED FOR PLAYING SPORT? NO 

6.2 ARE THE PUBLIC ABLE TO PHYSICALLY ACCESS THE SITE? YES 

6.3 IS THE SITE USED FOR INFORMAL RECREATION? 

Only  recreational area in Middleton 

YES 

7 DOES THE LOCAL GREEN SPACE HOLD A LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE BECAUSE OF ITS 

‘TRANQUILLITY’? 

NO 

7.1 IS THE SITE WITHIN A RECOGNISED TRANQUIL AREA? (CPRE Tranquillity map) NO 

7.2 DOES THE SITE FEEL TRANQUIL? YES 

8 DOES THE LOCAL GREEN SPACE HOLD A LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE BECAUSE OF THE ‘RICHNESS 

OF ITS WILDLIFE’? 

NO 

8.1 IS THE SITE WITHIN A NATIONAL OR LOCAL BIODIVERSITY DESIGNATED AREA? NO 

8.2 ARE ANY IMPORTANT HABITATS OR SPECIES FOUND ON THE SITE? NO 

8.3 IS THE SITE LOCALLY IMPORTANT FOR BIODIVERSITY? NO 

9 DOES THE LOCAL GREEN SPACE HOLD A LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE BECAUSE OF ANY OTHER 

FEATURES? 

NO 

   

10 CONCLUSION: IS THE SITE SUITABLE FOR DESIGNATION AS A LOCAL GREENSPACE? YES 

 The site is ‘local’, is in ‘reasonably close proximity to the community it serves’ and possess 

local significance because of its recreational value. 

 

 


