
NP Drafting – In process 
review

“Are we drafting the right plan?”



Methodology

A structured walkthrough of the coverage of polices in the draft 
Neighbourhood Plan and of the objective and scope of each policy.

1. Policy Coverage
o should we add / remove policies?

2. Individual Policies
o Is the policy objective appropriate / likely to have community support?
o Should the scope of the policy be extended / reduced?

Expected outcomes:

• Amendments to policy coverage / objectives / scope as agreed.



Scope of NP – List of Policies

1. Sustainable development

2. Design principles

3. Housing provision (Site allocation)

4. Site specific policy (Site design brief)

5. Windfall housing development

6. Housing need (affordable housing)

7. Housing in the countryside

8. Rural economy

9. Working from home

10. Redevelopment of redundant buildings in the 
open countryside

11. Improvements to communications 
technology

12. Safeguarding and improvement if community 
facilities

13. Improvements to the highway network

14. Natural environment and landscape

15. Local green space

16. Biodiversity and green infrastructure

17. The Leven valley

18. Significant views

19. Protection and enhancement of the Hutton 
Rudby conservation area

20. Demolition in the Hutton Rudby conservation 
area



RNP1: SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Where there are no policies in the Rudby Parish Neighbourhood Plan 
relevant to a planning application, a presumption in favour of 
sustainable development as set out by the provisions of the National 
Planning Policy Framework and those policy documents contained 
within the Hambleton District Council Local Development Framework 
will apply. 



RNP2: DESIGN PRINCIPLES

Proposals for all new development within the Parish should demonstrate that it meets the requirements of the Rudby Village 
Design Statement (as shown in Appendix * of this Neighbourhood Plan). 

Proposals should demonstrate, where appropriate:

1. How the Rudby Village Design Statement (as shown in Appendix *) have been taken into account;

2.How the design reinforces the character of the Parish of Rudby by being individual, respecting the local vernacular building 
character in terms of scale, form, materials used, plot density, special architectural and landscaping features, whilst safeguarding 
and enhancing the heritage assets of the area and the natural environment;

3. How the design helps to reinforce the existing streetscape or green public spaces;

4. How the design incorporates the highest standards of energy efficiency;

5. How the design can be accessed safely from the highway incorporating sufficient off-street parking;

6. How the development has been made accessible to people with limited mobility;

7. How the design uses sustainable surface water management solutions in new developments to reduce all water disposal into 
public sewers and manage the release of surface water effectively;

8. How the design ensures that safety and security have been taken into account to ensure the proposals are safe and accessible;

9. How the design has incorporated appropriate infrastructure for high-speed internet and electronic communications networks; 
and

10. How the design ensures that buildings are flexible to meet the changing needs of future generations.



RNP3: HOUSING PROVISION

An allocation for residential development of c.25 dwellings at land to 
the south of Paddocks End is supported, where the proposals accord 
with Policy RNP2, Policy RNP4 (the Site Development Brief) and the 
relevant policies contained within this Neighbourhood Plan as a 
whole.



RNP4: SITE SPECIFIC POLICY

Development Brief – to be inserted inc. plan.

e.g. Including but not limited to….. 

• no of units on site (including no. of affordable units where possible);

• expected density;

• expected mix;

• expected form;

• access arrangements;

• On-site parking arrangements;

• Alternative access to settlements for non-vehicular journeys (cycleways/paths/bus stops etc);

• Details of important landscape features to be retained (including any TPOs); 

• Details of existing green infrastructure networks to be retained and enhanced;

• Any other matters…



RNP5: WINDFALL HOUSING DEVELOPMENTS

Applications for small-scale infill housing developments within existing settlements will be 
supported, especially where it would enable residents already living within the Parish to down-size 
and remain residents of the Parish, where the proposals:

• Are in-keeping with the scale, form and character of their surroundings and meets the 
provisions of Policy RNP2;

• Will not adversely impact upon the amenities of existing and future residents in the area with 
regard to light, privacy, air-quality, noise and light pollution;

• Pay regard to energy efficient design principles; 

• Provide opportunities to enhance and maintain existing Green Infrastructure Networks and 
Green Spaces, or where possible, introduce new green corridors into the Parish; and

• Provide a safe and suitable access to the site for all.

Applications for small-scale infill housing developments within or adjacent to the Hutton Rudby 
Conservation Area will be supported where, in addition to the above criteria, applicants have 
demonstrated how they have taken into account the provisions of Policy RNP19 of this 
Neighbourhood Plan.



RNP6: HOUSING NEED

Hambleton District Council have identified a need for affordable housing 
equating to 14 households within Rudby Parish. It is expected that this 
need will be delivered through Policy RNP4 and commitments within the 
Parish. Affordable housing should be delivered through an appropriate mix 
and tenure type as identified by an up-to-date Housing Needs Survey to the 
satisfaction of Hambleton District Council. 
In all cases, occupancy will be restricted, in perpetuity to a person in 
housing need and resident or working in the relevant village, or who has 
strong links to the relevant locality in conformity with Hambleton’s Local 
Occupancy Criteria, both on initial occupancy and subsequent changes of 
occupancy. Thus, a cascade approach to the locality issue will be adopted. 
The locality to which the occupancy is to be applied is taken as the Parish of 
Rudby, and then any other adjoining rural parish, unless otherwise agreed 
with Hambleton District Council and the Parish Council. 



RNP7: HOUSING IN THE COUNTRYSIDE

Outside the village settlements, in the open countryside, new housing 
will be only supported in exceptional circumstances where it accords 
with the provisions set out in the Hambleton Local Plan and the NPPF.

Proposals for new housing development and the re-use of existing 
buildings should pay particular attention to reducing carbon 
emissions in design and landscape character so as to preserve and 
enhance the character and distinctiveness of the open countryside of 
the Leven Valley and other important views. Proposals outside 
settlement boundaries will be expected to demonstrate to the 
satisfaction of the Local Planning Authority that new developments 
will not impact upon these important areas to their detriment.



RNP8: RURAL ECONOMY

The development of the rural economy will be supported through:

1. The retention or expansion of existing agricultural and other businesses;

2. The re-use or replacement of suitable land/buildings for employment generating uses in 
villages and the countryside;

3. The provision of live-work units and small-scale business units;

4. The construction of well-designed new buildings in association with existing buildings to 
assist in the diversification of the agricultural holding to sustain its viability, or to assist in the 
expansion of an existing businesses;

5. Appropriate tourism related initiatives; and 

6. Recreation uses appropriate to a countryside location.

Improvements to technology and communications infrastructure will be supported to facilitate the 
development of businesses in the area in conformity to the provision of Policy RNP2.

All proposals should accord with all other necessary policies contained within the Plan, particularly 
with regard to design and impact on the countryside, important views into and out of the Parish 
and neighbouring residents or businesses. 



RNP9: WORKING FROM HOME

Applications for planning permission will be supported to enable 
home-working where it can be proved development will:

• Be in-keeping with the scale, form and character of its surroundings;

• Not adversely impact the amenities of residents in adjacent 
properties;

• Not increase vehicular traffic flows on the lanes around the Parish to 
its detriment; 

• Provide suitable car-parking provision as necessary; and

• Have safe and suitable access to the site for all people.



RNP10: REDEVELOPMENT OF REDUNDANT 
BUILDINGS IN THE OPEN COUNTRYSIDE
Proposals for the conversion or re-use of buildings will be supported where the development is, for 
example:

1. A farm shop selling locally produced or manufactured produce;

2. Artisan-style food or traditional rural craft workshops (including live-work units); 

3. The suitable diversification of agricultural or other land-based rural businesses; or

4. The provision or expansion of tourist and visitor facilities.

The buildings to be converted or re-used should be of a construction that is suitable for the 
proposed development without the need for major, additional construction works. Any proposals 
should:

a. Be in-keeping with the scale, form and character of its surroundings – paying close attention 
where practicable to Policy RNP2;

b. Provide good access and egress to the local highway network; 

c. Provide adequate on-site car-parking for the enterprise; and

d. Provide safe and suitable access to the site.



RNP11: IMPROVEMENTS TO 
COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY
All new buildings and developments within the Parish will be 
connected to infrastructure for high-speed internet and electronic 
communications networks via the appropriate and most-up-to-date 
method possible.

Proposals for suitable and appropriate-scaled improvements to 
telecommunications technology will be supported where they 
conform to other policies contained within this Neighbourhood Plan 
and the Hambleton Local Plan.



RNP12: SAFEGUARDING AND IMPROVEMENT 
OF COMMUNITY FACILITIES
Unless proven to be surplus to requirements or unless alternative provision of better 
quality and size is provided, community buildings, play areas, sports and recreation 
facilities and open spaces will be safeguarded from development including the following 
in Hutton Rudby: (is there a village hall in the smaller settlements to safeguard?)

• The Hub;

• The Village Hall; and 

• the Church House. 

Recreation and open space provision will be encouraged within a proposed development 
where the proposed space is of a type and scale appropriate to the size of the settlement 
and is in-keeping with the character of other open spaces within the Parish.

Contributions will be sought from new residential developments in the Parish towards 
improvements of existing facilities within the vicinity in line with Hambleton Local Plan 
Policy CI 1) 



RNP13: IMPROVEMENTS TO THE HIGHWAY 
NETWORK
Support will be given to the Highway Authority in securing the following 
highways  and footpath improvements through the delivery of any new 
development within and surrounding the Parish including:
1. The encouragement of good road design and access arrangements 

associated with new developments to mitigate the adverse impacts of 
increased motor vehicles throughout the Parish;

2. Measures that promote good driver behaviour and traffic calming 
where possible; 

3. Opportunities to improve footpaths links through the Parish; and
4. Measures to improve parking within the Hutton Rudby Conservation 

Area.
The above improvements must be designed as far as possible to be in-
keeping with the rural setting.



RNP14: NATURAL ENVIRONMENT AND 
LANDSCAPE
The Neighbourhood Plan will seek to protect, manage and enhance the Parish’s 
natural environment taking account of the intrinsic character and beauty of the 
countryside whilst supporting thriving communities within it.

Development which would negatively affect internationally and nationally 
recognised designated sites including those listed below will be supported only 
where the reasons for development are evidenced to clearly outweigh the harm 
to the conservation interest of the site:

• (list SINCs / Protected Woodlands etc)

All proposals for new development within the open countryside will be expected 
to enhance the unique nature of the local landscape and its surroundings.

Where development affecting designated sites is approved, compensatory 
measures will be required to maintain and enhance conservation interests, 
priority should be given to on-site compensatory measures before considering off-
setting.



RNP15: LOCAL GREEN SPACE

The Local Green Spaces identified on the Proposals Map (shown in 
Appendix *) and listed below, will be safeguarded from any 
development which does not preserve their openness and 
permanence. Development proposals within these areas will not be 
permitted except in very special circumstances.  

• (list all LGS designations)



RNP16: BIODIVERSITY AND GREEN 
INFRASTRUCTURE
Proposals for new development should not harm the existing network 
of local ecological features and habitats within the Parish. 

New development will be expected to maintain and enhance existing 
ecological corridors and landscape features (such as watercourses, 
hedgerows and treelines) for biodiversity. You could list them here –
esp those that are not inc as LGS if you think they are worthy of a 
policy protection??

Opportunities to link existing green infrastructure and ecological 
networks to enhance biodiversity networks will be encouraged.

Measures to increase appropriate tree species within the Parish will 
be supported where appropriate.



RNP17: THE LEVEN VALLEY

New development within the Leven Valley will only be supported 
where it can be demonstrated to the satisfaction of Hambleton 
District Council that a proposal will not detrimentally impact upon the 
Hutton Rudby Conservation Area and in particular the important open 
setting of All Saints Church. 

Furthermore, the unique nature of the Leven Valley will be protected 
and enhanced given its significance to the parish in relation to its 
landscape features, and as a wildlife and recreational resource



RNP18: SIGNIFICANT VIEWS

Proposals which protect and enhance the distinctive landscape within and 
surrounding the Parish will be supported. 
Any planning application which would impact on a significant view will be 
expected to demonstrate through an independent landscape assessment 
how the proposal will protect and enhance the view.
Proposals should protect the setting of the individual settlements within 
the Parish and help maintain their distinctive rural characters and heritage.
Whilst all vistas into and out of the settlements are considered important 
to the setting of the settlements and valuable to the communities as a 
whole, important significant views include the following (shown in 
appendix **):
• List all viewpoints
• Etc



RNP19: PROTECTION AND ENHACEMENT OF 
THE HUTTON RUDBY CONSERVATION AREA
When considering applications within the Hutton Rudby Conservation Area, or those 
which affect the setting of the Conservation Area, particular regard will be had to:

• The scale and nature of the development;

• The design, height, orientation, massing, means of enclosure, materials, finishes and 
decoration proposed;

• The retention of original features of special architectural interest such as walls, 
gateways, chimneys.;

• The retention of existing trees, hedgerows and landscape features with appropriate 
landscaping improvements incorporated into design proposals;

• The protection of important views to and from the Heritage Asset;

• The location of appropriately designed car parking; and

• Guidance provided in the Hutton Rudby Conservation Area Appraisal, the Village 
Design Statement (shown in Appendix **) and the general design principles set out in 
Policy RNP2 of this Neighbourhood Plan. 



RNP20: DEMOLITION IN THE HUTTON RUDBY 
CONSERVATION AREA
Proposals for demolition within the Hutton Rudby Conservation Area 
will be assessed carefully in order to avoid the loss of important 
features and buildings. Where any demolition is proposed, the 
Neighbourhood Plan will support proposals only where it can be 
demonstrated that:

1. the removal would help to conserve or enhance the character or 
appearance of the Conservation Area; or

2. the structural condition is such that it is beyond reasonable 
economic repair; or

3. its removal is necessary to deliver a public benefit which 
outweighs the removal.


