
  
 

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Meeting #35 
 
7th October 2019, Chapel Schoolroom, Hutton Rudby  
 
1. Attendance & Apologies 

 
In Attendance: Allan Mortimer (Chair), Alan Bates, Richenda Broad, Adrian Davey, Niall 

Innes, Liam Percy, Derek Simpson (Secretary), Katie Atkinson (KVA) 
 

Eight members of the public.  
 
Apologies:   Mike Fenwick (holiday), Sue Finnigan (holiday), Emma Foden (work 

commitments), Bridget Fortune (conflict with HDC duties), Stuart McArthur 
(work commitments), Tom Pickering (work commitments), Richard Readman  

 
The Chair reported that a member of the committee, Jeff Hulse, had sadly died.  Jeff had been 
active in the group for a number of years and he would be a sad loss.  Jeff had a generous spirit 
and was a pleasure to work with. 
 
 

2. Procedural Issues 
 
a. Approval of Minutes of 2nd September Meeting 
 

The September minutes were accepted. 
 

b. Matters Arising 
 

Agenda item 4. c) of tonight's agenda will be deferred due to the low number of committee 
members in attendance who were not involved in the drafting of the working document. 
 
An appeal to the planning application for the five dwellings on Belbrough Lane has been 
made to the Planning Inspector.  This is a matter for the Parish Council and not the NP SG. 

 
 
3. Costs / Budget / Grants 
 

The costs to date, including tonight's expenses, are £14,118.65 
 
Approximately £2,000 of the approved locality grant is still in hand.  An application for a further 
£1,300 will be made around the turn of the year.  A request for a variation to the grant may 
need to be made to match actual expenditure with costs headings. 
 



On the assumption that the NP will be completed within 6 months, the total cost to the precept 
should be ca £1,000. 

 
 

4. Updates from Working Groups / Action Status 
 
a. Plan Drafting  

 
KA had drafted 20 policies for the NP.  The Chair wished to share these with the SG and the 
public to make sure there was broad support for the work to date and to receive comment 
and feedback before developing the policies further.   
 
The Chair had produced a presentation of the policies and KA led review and discussion of 
the policies.  
 
A range of comments were made on the policies including the following.   (N.b. This list is 
indicative of the comments made and not a complete list.) 
 
Policy RNP1: SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
 

This policy reflects national guidelines 
 

Policy RNP2: DESIGN PRINCIPLES 
 
KA noted that the importance of design was becoming more important in planning 
circles. 
 
Reference to, and inclusion of, the Village Design Statement requires further work. 
 
Parking has been raised consistently during the consultation.  Due to the nature of the 
village and the lack of public transport, a query was raised as to whether the NP could 
require more parking than normally required.   
 

Policy RNP3: HOUSING PROVISION 
 

This policy identified the preferred site (i.e. south of Paddocks End.) 
 

Policy RNP4: SITE SPECIFIC POLICY 
 

There was a discussion about "what is an affordable dwelling" and what is the cost of an 
affordable dwelling in the village. 
 
There was strong support that any social housing is allocated to people with a strong 
connection with the village. 
 

Policy RNP5: WINDFALL HOUSING DEVELOPMENTS 
 
Queries were raised about the difference between allocations and infill and how many 
dwellings count as infill.  KA stated that infill is often considered as up to five dwellings. 
 
Not clear how "within existing settlement" and "built form" can be defined to reflect 
what is commonly understood yet say within allowable guidelines. 
 
Keen to ensure that infill does not become building creep. 



 
 
 
A question of whether a four apartment retirement block, for example, might fall under 
this heading. 
 

Policy RNP6: HOUSING NEED 
 

It was noted that the most recent housing needs survey identified a need for fourteen 
dwellings.  While Hambleton normally only require 50-75% of this need to be met, the 
current proposal, combined with existing allocations, would achieve over 100% 
allocation. 
 
A discussion was held on the "occupancy guidelines". 
   

Policy RNP7: HOUSING IN THE COUNTRYSIDE 
 
The definition of "village settlement" was raised. 
 
A member of the public raised the recent change of ownership of land at Blue Barn Lane 
(where the pipeline goes through) and by the river. 
 

Policy RNP8: RURAL ECONOMY 
 

A query was raised about the definition of a live/work unit. 
 

Policy RNP9: WORKING FROM HOME 
 
A query was raised about the difference between this policy and RNP8 especially the 
difference between a live/work unit and working from home. 
 

Policy RNP10: REDEVELOPMENT OF REDUNDANT BUILDINGS IN THE OPEN COUNTRYSIDE 
 

Should this, or some other policy, include the redevelopment of a commercial to a private 
dwelling within the village? 
 
The conversion of a barn outside the Parish to a private dwelling was raised. 
 

Policy RNP11: IMPROVEMENTS TO COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY 
 

A query was raised as to whether this would allow large masts to be built.  It was noted 
that masts can be "camouflaged" as trees, for example. 
 

Policy RNP12: SAFEGUARDING AND IMPROVEMENT OF COMMUNITY FACILITIES 
 
It was considered that some green spaces might benefit from inclusion under this policy. 
 

Policy RNP13: IMPROVEMENTS TO THE HIGHWAY NETWORK 
 

Cycleways could be included under this policy. 
 
It was felt the phrase "for example" would benefit the policy. 
 

Policy RNP14: NATURAL ENVIRONMENT AND LANDSCAPE 



 
Include sites recognised by the community 
 
Do not need to duplicate what is in the NPPF 
 

Policy RNP15: LOCAL GREEN SPACE 
 

Include list and map 
 

Policy RNP16: BIODIVERSITY AND GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE 
 

To be read alongside RNP14 
 
NPPF requires measurable net gains  
 
Mention metrics/methodology 
 

Policy RNP17: THE LEVEN VALLEY 
 

Important to the village 
 
Mention Hambleton's Landscape Character report 
 

Policy RNP18: SIGNIFICANT VIEWS 
 

Important views both in and out of the village included 
 

Policy RNP19: PROTECTION AND ENHANCEMENT OF THE HUTTON RUDBY CONSERVATION 
AREA 

 
Important to the village 
 

Policy RNP20: DEMOLITION IN THE HUTTON RUDBY CONSERVATION AREA 
 

Will provide a framework for RPC 
 
 
Need to check the questionnaire and the public consultations to ensure all items are covered 
by the policies. 

  
b. Site Design Brief 

 
In light of the comments made on the draft policies, the working group will review the draft 
site design brief. 
 
The site design brief will be incorporated into the NP. 
 

 
5. Issues to refer to Rudby Parish Council 
 

Update RPC on the budget. 
 

 
6. AOB 



 

The status of the Belbrough Lane site was raised and whether a heritage report would be 

commissioned for the site similar to the Enterpen site as heritage assets were close by.  A 

heritage report was commissioned for the Enterpen site as English Heritage had raised issues 

over it and it was a preferred site.  The Belbrough Lane site is not a preferred site.  There is no 

expectation of needing to consider another preferred site.  If Belbrough Lane was to become a 

preferred site, then a decision would be made as to whether a heritage report should be 

commissioned. 

 

 

7. Date of next meeting 
  

Time & Date:  Monday 7pm, 4th November 2019  Location:  Chapel Schoolroom 
 


